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International

Novel H1N1 cases have occurred in all parts of the world.  When international reporting scaled back to its usual processes in early July, most reported H1N1 cases were from North and South America.  http://www.who.int/csr/don/2009_07_27/en/index.html 

US

On July 31, the CDC reported 5,514 hospitalized cases with 353 deaths.  In mid-July, when counting of all confirmed and probable cases ceased, over 43,000 confirmed and probable H1N1 cases had been reported in the United States.

Source: Swine flu website July 31, 2009 11:00am ET http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/update.htm
Indiana

In Indiana, there have been three deaths associated with the pandemic H1N1 influenza since April 20, 2009.  In mid-July, when counting of all confirmed and probable cases ceased, over 250 such cases had been reported in Indiana, including over 100 from Marion County.
http://www.in.gov/portal/news_events/41142.htm, http://www.in.gov/isdh/23508.htm 

Severity

In most countries the majority of pandemic (H1N1) 2009 cases are still occurring in younger people, with the median age reported to be 12 to 17 years. Some reports suggest that persons requiring hospitalization and patients with fatal illness may be slightly older. As the disease expands broadly into communities, the average age of the cases is appearing to increase slightly. 

Although the risk factors for serious pandemic disease are not know definitively, risk factors such as existing cardiovascular disease, respiratory disease, diabetes and cancer currently are considered risk factors for serious pandemic (H1N1) 2009 disease. Asthma and other forms of respiratory disease have been consistently reported as underlying conditions associated with an augmented risk of severe pandemic disease in several countries. 

A recent report suggests obesity may be another risk factor for severe disease. http://www.who.int/csr/disease/swineflu/notes/h1n1_situation_20090724/en/index.html
A recent study estimated that, in the 4th to 7th weeks of the US outbreak, pregnant women had 4 times the reported case rate of the general population, and 32% of pregnant women infected with the H1N1 virus were hospitalized.   http://www.lancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2809%2961304-0/fulltext  For clinical considerations, see http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/guidance/obstetric.htm 
Spread

Novel influenza A (H1N1) continues to circulate widely, even in the northern hemisphere, where the normal influenza season has ended.  Age distributions and other characteristics of cases remain similar across countries. http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/updates/international/ , http://www.cdc.gov/flu/weekly/
Antiviral Resistance

A small number of novel H1N1 influenza viruses that are resistant to the antiviral drug oseltamivir have been detected from several countries.  These rare instances of oseltamivir resistant novel H1N1 influenza viruses remain isolated findings at this time.  Therefore, WHO and CDC do not recommend any changes in antiviral guidance.

Source:  CDC Talking Points 7-24-09

Vaccine Production & Distribution

As of July 29, federal officials expect to initiate a mass vaccination campaign before
 October, although many details remain to be worked out.  Clinical trials to assess vaccine safety and efficacy are still under way.  After federal regulators determine whether the vaccine is safe and effective, it would take four to six weeks before it would be packaged and available to the public.  120 million vaccine doses will most likely be available within a month after the campaign starts.  http://www.cnn.com/2009/HEALTH/07/29/CDC.H1N1.vaccine.guidelines/index.html
The federal government will distribute H1N1 vaccine for the H1N1 influenza through state and local health departments.  Health departments will work with local organizations and health care providers to distribute the vaccine.  Clients will not be charged for the vaccine itself, although providers may be permitted to charge administration fees.
http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/vaccination/statelocal/qa.htm
Vaccine Guidelines

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) met to develop recommendations on who should receive vaccine against novel influenza A (H1N1) when it becomes available, and to determine which groups of the population should be prioritized if the vaccine is initially available in extremely limited quantities.  The committee recommended the vaccination efforts focus on five key populations.

· pregnant women, 

· people who live with or care for children younger than 6 months of age, 

· health care and emergency services personnel, 

· persons between the ages of 6 months through 24 years of age, and 

· people from ages 25 through 64 years who are at higher risk for novel H1N1 because of chronic health disorders or compromised immune systems. 

The groups listed above total approximately 159 million people in the United States.

http://www.cdc.gov/media/pressrel/2009/r090729b.htm 

Prevention and Control of Seasonal Influenza with Vaccines
The CDC's Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices updated the 2008 recommendations regarding the use of influenza vaccine for the prevention and control of seasonal influenza.  Highlights of recommendations for the 2009-2010 seasonal influenza season include:

1) that annual vaccination be administered to all children aged 6 months to 18 years;

2) that vaccines contain the trivalent vaccine virus strains A/Brisbane/59/2007 (H1N1)-like, A/Brisbane/10/2007 (H3N2)-like, and B/Brisbane/60/2008-like antigens; and 

3) that recommendations for influenza diagnosis and antiviral use will be published before the start of influenza season.  Vaccination efforts should begin as soon as vaccine is available.

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/rr5808a1.htm?s_cid=rr5808a1_e
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