Novel H1N1 Situation Update from MCHD

Marion County Health Department, 2009-09-09, 10 am

In last Friday's situation report, we said that it is likely that we are at the start of a new, large wave of H1N1 infections in Marion County. Over Labor Day weekend, the increase continued in the percent of local laboratory tests that were positive for influenza, and in local emergency room visits of patients presenting with chief complaints of influenza-like illness. Both measures are at levels usually seen toward the middle of our usual influenza season, about half or 2/3rds the level common at a season's peak, but clearly at levels usually only seen during the annual wave of influenza infections. 

The local influenza trends have been increasing for about two weeks, at a rate roughly similar to those seen in past annual influenza waves. It is clearly much higher and more sustained than that usually seen at the start of the school year. 

So it appears that we are on the upward slope of an unusually early influenza wave this season. This is consistent with the scenario just released by the President’s advisory panel, with an H1N1 wave starting in September and peaking in October, weeks before H1N1 vaccinations may have started to take effect (see http://www.whitehouse.gov/assets/documents/PCAST_H1N1_Report.pdf ) 



To add someone to the distribution list for this report, please have them send their name and email address to Steve Jacobs, at sjacobs@hhcorp.org , with the request, "Please add me to the distribution list for the weekly Novel H1N1 situation report."


