7-day Pause in the Increase of Influenza
Marion County Health Department, IN 2009-10-22


In the past 7 days, the incidence of influenza in Marion County appears to have ceased its rapid increase.  For the two weeks from Sept. 28 to Oct. 13, the incidence appeared to rise very rapidly, but since Oct. 13 it has been roughly flat, though with large variations from day to day.  In the 6 weeks before Sept. 28, the percentage of emergency department (ED) visits involving influenza symptoms increased by about 0.3 percentage points per week, and then increased by about 2.8 percentage points per week from Sept. 28 to Oct. 13, to about 10% of ED visits.  From then through yesterday (Tues. Oct. 20), about 8% to 11% of ED visits have been for influenza-like illness, and there has been no clear trend up or down.  The increase in the portion of laboratory tests for influenza has also stopped.  While the ED visit and influenza laboratory measures both remain exceptionally high, it is encouraging that the increase has stopped, or at least paused.  School absentee rates continue to be slightly elevated overall, and to often vary greatly from day to day for any one school.  We will send another update in a few days.
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Source: ISDH Public Health Emergency Surveillance System. (DR1144) 
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Source: Clinical Virology Laboratory at Clarian Pathology Laboratory.   

