Novel H1N1 Situation Update from MCHD

Marion County Health Department, 2009-11-25
Here is information to address concerns about the recall of H1N1 vaccine in Canada: 

In Manitoba, Canada, GlaxoSmithKline advised doctors not to use H1N1 vaccines from a batch of 170,000 doses, after 6 allergic reactions were reported.  The expected number of allergic reactions occurring after 170,000 vaccinations is about one or two.  (http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/11/24/swine-flu-recall-h1n1-vac_n_368776.html 2009-11-24 )  Richard Besser of ABC News reported that the type of vaccine recalled is not licensed for use in the United States (http://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory?id=8879745 ).  
Adjuvanted and non-adjuvanted H1N1 vaccine is used in Canada, while only non-adjuvanted vaccine is use in the USA ( http://www.hc-sc.gc.ca/dhp-mps/prodpharma/legislation/interimorders-arretesurgence/index-eng.php ).   The lot of H1N1 vaccine that was recalled in Canada was an adjuvanted vaccine (per a message from the US CDC).  That is, it had something added to increase its effectiveness. Adjuvanted H1N1 vaccines are NOT being used in the United States, so the recalled lot of vaccine is very different than any vaccine in the USA.   

Also note that the recall was done as a prudent precaution, and not an indication that all Canada's adjuvanted vaccine is unsafe.  Many lots of the same type of vaccine have been used without an unexpected number of reports of allergic reactions.

