Novel H1N1 Situation Update from MCHD:
FluMist Recall for Fading Potency

Marion County Health Department, 2009-12-23
The potency of several lots of FluMist H1N1 vaccine, manufactured by MedImmune, has fallen below the threshold set by the CDC, and should no longer be used.  This recall is not because of safety concerns, but rather because the vaccine, if used after December 18, may not trigger enough immune reaction to fully protect those vaccinated from H1N1 influenza infection.   

Marion County received approximately 16,000 doses of the recalled FluMist, comprising slightly less that 25% of the FluMist received so far in Marion County.  Persons who received the vaccine from the recalled lots do not need to take any special actions. These people do not need to be revaccinated; the vaccine from the recalled lots was sufficiently potent until recently.  Ninety-eight percent of the recalled vaccines MCHD received were administered in October through November.   

Approximately 4.7 million doses in these lots were distributed to providers nationwide.  Most of the doses were shipped to vaccine providers in October and early November, during a time when the vaccine potency was still at or above the recommended level. The manufacturer is recalling any doses from these lots that may still be unused.  Almost all of the vaccine MCHD received has already been distributed to providers. MCHD will contact providers who received these recalled lots to give instructions on how to return the unused vaccines back to MCHD. MCHD will then return the vaccine back to the manufacturer. 

For more information on the recalled vaccine, please review the CDC recall notice at: http://www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu/vaccination/sprayrecall_qa.htm 

For the Marion County Health Department press release, see:

http://www.hhcorp.org/pr09/pr_122309a.htm 

For manufacturer's information about the recall, see: http://www.medimmune.com/pdf/H1N1_Recall_QandA_122209.pdf 

For manufacturer's instructions to providers on actions to be taken, see:

http://www.medimmune.com/pdf/H1N1_Recall_letter_122209.pdf 

